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Epicurus would have been awa::ded the palm of victo.ry, ha.d X 1
believed that after death the l}fe of ' the S(?ul remains with the
consequences of our acts, a behef wh_lch Epicurus rejected; and |
asked: If we were :mmortal and lived in unending bodily pleasure,
with no fear of losing it, why should we not be happy? What else
should we be seeking for? 1 did not realize that that is exactly what
shows our great wretchedness. For I was so submerged and blinded
that I could not think of the light of moral goodness and of a beauty
to be embraced for its own sake—beauty seen not by the eye of the
flesh, but only by inward discernment.

In my sombre state I did not consider from what fountain came
the flow of delightful conversation with friends (though on such
sordid subjects), nor the fact that without friends I could not be
happy even when my mind was at the time a flood of indulgence in
physical pleasures.”’ My friends I loved indeed for their own sake;
and I felt that in return they loved me for my sake.

What tortuous paths! How fearful a fate for ‘the rash soul’ (Isa. 3:9)
which nursed the hope that after it had departed from you, it would

find something better! Turned this way and that, on its back, on its

side, on i .
repc;se its stomach, all positions are uncomfortable. You alone are

110

You are i i
present, liberating us from miserable errors, and you put

us on your way, bringi ;
o 1l w2y, bringing comfort and saying: ‘Run, I will carry yot

(1)
(Isa. 46: 4). you through to the end, and there I will carry you’

2 "[‘h
e latent un rlyin
and as ends, de v is betwee
trast n the treatment of human beings as means
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